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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: FAO, UNCTAD, ETRD 

SUBJECT: FAO/UNCTAD STUDY ON HARD FIBERS 

1. LAMADE, EAO HARD FIBER SPECIALIST, SHOWED EMBOFE A SINGLE 
COPY OF HIS STUDY ON TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS EOR HARD EIBERS- 
SISAL AND HENEQUEN. THIS STUDY IS OVER 100 PAGES LONG AND 
WAS SENT BY THE FAO TO UNCTAD IN JUNE 1977. IN JULY THE 
UNCTAD SECRETARIAT HAD NOT LOOKED AT IT. IN AUGUST THEY 
HAD NOT SCHEDULED ITS PRINTING. 

2. LAMADE UNDERSTANDS THE STUDY WILL BE DISTRIBUTED AT THE 
UNCTAD PREPARATORY MEETING ON OCTOBER 3. A SUMMARY WILL ALSO 
BE AVAILABLE. 

3. FOR THE EIRST TIME EMBOFF NOTES A CERTAIN SHARPNESS AND ILL 
WILL BETWEEN THE FAO AND UNCTAD SECRETARIATS IN THE COMMODITY 
FIELD. LAMADE DID NOTE THAT THE NEW SHAKE-UP IN THE UNCTAD 
COMMODITY DIVISION MAY IMPROVE THE SITUATION, BUT SOME OF 

THE OPTIMISM ON THE COMMON COMMODITY PROGRAM RES. 93 
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(IV) HAS WORN OFF AS THE HARD FACTS OF EACH COMMODITY 
MARKET ARE STUDIED IN DETAIL. ANOTHER EXAMPLE IS THAT 
BRAZIL HAS DECLINED TO MEET WITH SISAL EXPORTERS BEFORE 
NEXT FAO HARD FIBERS MEETING.GARDNER 
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